Caleb’s Promise &
A Dilemma for 24 Million Children
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Funny. He loved to laugh and make others laugh. He never
took himself too seriously.

Faith. He lived according to a can-do attitude straight out of
Philippians 4:13.

First. He always raced to be the first at everything, including
opportunities to serve.

Fruit. His life produced something worth passing on.

This could just as easily describe Caleb’s dad.




“If you knew me,
you would know

my father also.”
- Jesus (John 8:19)
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Now the men of Judah approached Joshua at Gilgal, and Caleb ... said to him, "You know what the
LORD said to Moses the man of God at Kadesh Barnea about you and me. | was forty years old when
Moses the servant of the LORD sent me from Kadesh Barnea to explore the land. And | brought him
back a report according to my convictions, but my brothers who went up with me made the hearts
of the people melt with fear. |, however, followed the LORD my God wholeheartedly. So on that day
Moses swore to me, 'The land on which your feet have walked will be your inheritance and that of
your children forever, because you have followed the LORD my God wholeheartedly.'

"Now then, just as the LORD promised, he has kept me alive for forty-five years since the time he said
this to Moses, while Israel moved about in the desert. So here | am today, eighty-five years old! | am
still as strong today as the day Moses sent me out; I'm just as vigorous to go out to battle now as | was
then. Now give me this hill country that the LORD promised me that day. You yourself heard then
that the Anakites were there and their cities were large and fortified, but, the LORD helping me, | will
drive them out just as he said."

Then Joshua blessed Caleb son of Jephunneh and gave him Hebron as his inheritance. So Hebron
has belonged to Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite ever since, because he followed the LORD,
the God of Israel, wholeheartedly. ... Then the land had rest from war.




e 24 million US children live with absent fathers

e 20 million live in single-parent homes

e They are our neighbors, attend school with our
kids, and worship at our churches. They shop
In our local supermarkets, play in our parks,
and hang out at our favorite diners.




VWhom do they
emulate’

VWhom do they
celebrate!




Roughly 40% of children in father-absent homes
have not seen their father within the past year

50% have never set foot in their father's home

26% of absent fathers live in a different state
than their children.

Source: National Fatherhood Initiative, www.Fatherhood.org




On average, children of absent dads are 2-3x
more likely than peers who live with married,
biological or adoptive parents to:

be poor

use drugs

experience educational, health, emotional and
behavioral problems

be victims of child abuse

engage in criminal behavior.




“Mentors are needed, but mentors do not
replace a responsible adult who loves you,
who disciplines you, who’s there when you
are afraid at night, who’s there to really talk

to you about school and work. That’s what
young boys need, and we have to figure out a
way to get uncles and cousins and other folks
re-involved with these young people for long
periods of time so these boys have role models
on what it means to be a man.”

Geoffrey Canada
Harlem Children’s Zone




4 Sing to God, sing praise to his name,
extol him who rides on the clouds

his name is the LORD—
and rejoice before him.

5 A father to the fatherless, a defender of
widows, is God in his holy dwelling.

6 God sets the lonely in families,
he leads forth the prisoners with singing;
but the rebellious live in a sun-scorched land.




As a father to fatherless, God provides:

® Defense (Deut. 10:12-22

Food, Money, and Shelter (Deut 14:29,
24:19-22, 26:12-15).

Companionship (Psalm 68:4-6)
Family (Psalm 68:4-6




1. Frame the issue so it’s personal. Allow God to turn your
heart toward a real child.

2. Ask God for eyes to see and ears to hear the need in
your |local context.

3. Take the initiative to reach out to the specific child, and
his/her family, in creative ways.

4. Hold onto the relationship for the long-term.




5. Endure the down-times, misbehavior, and possible resentment
that you're not biologically related.

6. Resist the urge to preach all the time. Being present and
involved goes much farther than having all the right answers.

7. Invest in their future by exposing them to and even
financing educational and professional opportunities.

8. Notice and praise both character and achievements.

9. Guide them through life’s milestones: school
graduations, adolescence, first crushes, weddings, etc.
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We promise children that if they stay in school || 1,400 schools.
they will be equipped to succeed in life.
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First graders in Fall 2008 will graduate in Spring
2020. Let's insure for them a hopeful future.

Visit www.2020Schools.net
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About our Speaker: Evelyn DeJesus
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April 14, 2007 Coalition Meeting

7-9 pm @ King's College (Empire State Building, LL)

UFT executive Evelyn DeJesus joins Principals Union executive Ada Rosario Dolch reflecting on
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